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1 . IN DISCUSSION WITH POLICE MAJOR GENERAL CHAWALIT, DCM AND 
NARCOTICS ADVISER BRILLIANT TOOK OCCASION TO DISCUSS PRIMIN 
KRINGSAK'S RECENT REFERENCES TO NEED FOR ADDITIONAL HELI- 
COPTERS IN NARCOTICS CONTROL. OFF THE RECORD, CHAWALIT GAVE 

THE FOLLOWING EXPLANATION AS TO GENESIS PRIMIN S COMMENTS AS WELL 
AS HIS OWN PERSONAL VIEW OF BROADER NARCOTICS RELATED ISSUES. 

2. ACCORDING TO CHAWALIT, BPP NORTHERN COMMANDER GENERAL WICHAI 
BRIEFED PRIMIN SHORTLY AFTER COUP ON WICHAI'S NEED FOR THREE 
PLATOON QUICK STRIKE BPP COMPANY TO MOVE AGAINST SMUGGLING AND 
DRUG TRAFFICKING. WICHAI, WHO HAS DEVELOPED A VERY CLOSE RELATION- 
SHIP WITH THE PRIMIN. SAID THAT ON OCCASIONS SOME SMALL BPP 

UNITS COME ACROSS MAJOR CARAVANS WITH 40-50 ARMED MEN. IN THESE 
CIRCUMSTANCES WICHAI SAID THAT BPP UNITS HAD NO OPTION BUT TO 
LET CARAVAN PASS AND RADIO BACK FOR ASSISTANCE. HOWEVER, CARAVAN 
WOULD HAVE DISPERSED BY TIME ANY SUPPORT EFFORTS COULD BE MUSTERED. 

3. IN ADDITION TO WICHAI'S PITCH, CHAWALIT SAID THAT WITHIN POLICE 
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THERE WAS VIEW THAT QUICK STRIKE FORCE WAS ALSO NEEDED IN NORTH- 
EAST AREA. CHAWALIT NOTED RECENT INTELLIGENCE REPORT INDICATING 
THAT HEROIN/OPIUM OUTFLOW FROM LAOS MIGHT BE ON INCREASE, 

POSSIBLY WITH HELP OF LPDR. WHILE THERE IS NO FIRM EVIDENCE WITH 
REGARD TO THIS, POLICE DID SEE NEED FOR PERHAPS ONE OR TWO 
PLATOONS FOR STRIKE FORCE IN NE. AS CONSEQUENCE OF ABOVE CONSIDER- 
ATIONS CHAWALIT SAID HE WAS DIRECTED BY PRIMIN TO PREPARE A PAPER 
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FOR USE DURING VISIT OF CODEL WOLFF. CHAWALIT SAID, GIVEN HIS 
OWN DISCUSSIONS WITH U.S. OFFICERS, HE HIMSELF WAS DUBIOUS ABOUT 
RAISING NEED FOR HELICOPTERS BUT PRIMIN TOLD CHAWALIT HE WAS TOO 
EASY WITH AMERICANS AND THAT THAI SHOULD BE IN POSITION TO 
NEGOTIATE FOR ADDITIONAL U.S. AND INTERNATIONAL SUPPORT IN 
EXCHANGE FOR INCREASED THAI EFFORTS IN THE NARCOTICS FIELD 
ALONG THE BORDER. 

4. CHAWALIT SAID THAT HE COULD NOT AT THIS TIME GIVE AN ANSWER 
AS TO HOW MANY HELICOPTERS PRIMIN HAD IN MIND. HOWEVER, HE 
BELIEVED THAT PRIMIN AND SOME OF SENIOR OFFICERS AROUND HIM WERE 
PROBABLY NOT COMMPLETELY AWARE OF STATUS OF HELICOPTERS ALREADY 
PROVIDED UNDER OUR PROGRAMS AND CONTINUINRXDIFFICULTY IN KEEPING 
TMEM OPERATIONALLY READY. CHAWALIT THOUGHT THAT BEST COURSE OF 
ACTION AT THIS POINT WOULD BE NOT TO PRESS FOR CLARIFICATION OF 
PM'S POSITION SINCE HE FELT THIS WOULD ONLY PRECIPITATE UN- 
REALISTIC REQUESTS. HE INDICATED THAT FOR HIS PART, HE BELIEVED 

IT MORE IMPORTANT FOR THAI TO FIRST DEVELOP THEIR OWN 
ORGANIZATIONAL APPROACH AND THEN DISCUSS MATERIAL WITH US INCLUD- 
ING RADIOS, EQUIPMENT AND POSSIBLY A FEW HELICOPTERS. 

5. IN MORE GENERALLY TALKING ABOUT CURRENT RTG NARCOTICS POLICY, 
CHAWALIT ADOPTED A FAIRLY CAUTIOUS APPROACH. HE SAID THAT SO 

FAR PUBLIC STATEMENTS AND POLICY ANNOUNCEMENTS OF THE NEW GOVERN- 
MENT HAVE BEEN FINE. HOWEVER, ACTUAL DIRECTION RTG WILL TAKE IN 
NARCOTICS AREA IS NOT YET CLEAR. HE THOUGHT OVER THE NEXT MONTH, 
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RTG INTENTIONS WOULD BECOME PLAIN WHEN SUCH APPOINTMENTS AS ONCB 
SECRETARY GENERAL AND COMMANDER OF POLICE NARCOTICS DIVISION 
WERE DETERMINED. 

6. DCM NOTED OUR SERIOUS CONCERN ABOUT SUA ACTIVITIES AND ITS 
ROLE IN NARCOTICS TRAFFICKING.HE ASKED CHAWALIT FOR HIS ASSESSMENT. 
CHAWALIT INDICATED THAT POLICE HAVE FOUND IT ALMOST IMPOSSIBLE TO 
GET HARD EVIDENCE LINKING SUA LEADERS TO ACTUAL NARCOTICS SHIP- 
MENTS. MOST RECENT CASE WAS RAID ON REFINERY IN CHIANG MAI 

THIS WEEK (TELEGRAM CHIANG MAI 34). SITE WAS OBVIOUSLY REFINERY 
AND POSSIBLY SUA LINKED. HOWEVER, ACTUAL MATERIALS FOUND, WHILE 
USED IN REFINING OPERATION, WERE ALL IN THEMSELVES LEGAL. THE 
OPIUM DERIVATIVES AND OTHER ILLEGAL COMPONENTS WERE APPARENTLY 
BROUGHT IN ONLY FOR THE REFINING PROCESS AND THEN IMMEDIATELY 
MOVED OUT. MORE GENERALLY, CHAWALIT EXPRESSED SOME PESSIMISM ABOUT 
ANY MAJOR RTG MOVES AGAINST SUA AT THIS TIME. HE SAID IN HIS VIEW 
THAT SUPREME COMMAND DOES HAVE SOME RELATIONS WITH SUA FOR ITS 
STRATEGIC PURPOSES AND AT LEAST ONE BPP COLONEL IS PURPORTEDLY 
CLOSE TO SUA AND USING THE NEW GOVERNMENT'S NAME FREELY, (WHILE 
CHAWALIT SAID SUPREME COMMAND WE SUSPECT HE MEANT ISOC). 

7. IN ADDITION, CHAWALIT SAID THAT NEXT FEW MONTHS MAY BE DIF- 
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FICULT ONES FOR GOVERNMENT AND FOR PRIMIN. CHAWALIT SAID HE HAD 
IMPRESSION THAT THERE WAS INCREASING TENSION BETWEEN SOME OF THE 
"YOUNGER ELEMENTS" AND THE "OLDER MEMBERS" OF THE MILITARY. HE 
THOUGHT THAT THESE TENSIONS WERE INCREASINGLY DIRECTED AGAINST 
THE PRIMIN AND INSTIGATED BY SOME OF THE "OLDER ELEMENTS" IN THE 
MILITARY, INCLUDING ADMIRAL SA-NGAT AND GENERAL YOT. HE THOUGHT 
THIS WOULD BECOME A MORE PRESSING PROBLEM FOR THE PRIMIN, 
INHIBITING HIS FREEDOM OF ACTION. 

WHITEHOUSE 
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